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Fabulous Turnout For The Parents & Staff Meet And Greet
It was wonderful to see so many parents attending the meet and greet Welcome
BBQ and class tours this week. It was so nice to meet so many parents in a fun
and social setting.
For those who were unable to attend, we started the afternoon with a BBQ and
then a welcome in the Hall. We briefly discussed the Reading focus of the school
this year. I also asked parents to come along to the P&C AGM next week to give
their ideas about what’s important for children and families at Mt Warren Park. I
am very much looking forward to meeting many new parents at the P&C Meeting
on Wednesday 17 February at 6.30pm in the Staff Room.

Technology Advancements
The rapid advancement of technology is astonishing. Emerging developments like
self-driving cars, artificial intelligence and robotics are becoming more and more
sophisticated and integrated into our daily lives. I can’t wait for the robot that can
cook, clean, iron and do my grocery shopping! But really, who knows where we
are headed next? Who knows where technology will have taken us by the time our
current Prep students graduate from Year 12.
Ensuring our students are digitally literate and prepared for the future is one of our
newest challenges. In recognition of this, the Queensland Government,
through Advancing
Education,
(http://advancingeducation.qld.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx) has committed to fasttrack the implementation of the Australian Curriculum: Digital Technologies, which
includes
coding
and
robotics.
New curriculum resources have been released to support schools wishing to
implement the Digital Technologies curriculum. In addition, there are a number of
existing coding clubs and organisations that work with schools. For example:






FIRST Australia: FIRST designs accessible, innovative programs that
motivate young people to pursue opportunities in STEM, while building selfconfidence, knowledge and life skills.
Code Club Australia: Code Club Australia’s mission is to give every child in
Australia the chance to learn to code by providing project materials and a
volunteering framework that supports the running of after-school coding
clubs.
Robogals: Robogals is an international university-student-run organisation
that aims to increase female participation in STEM through fun and
educational initiatives.
NCSS Challenge: The NCSS Challenge is a programming competition for
secondary school students. It has been running in Australia for the past nine
years, and this year it is open to all schools.

This is by no means a comprehensive list — I'm sure there will be many exciting
opportunities for students to learn about digital technologies in 2016. Let’s help
ensure our students are prepared for all of the new opportunities in the digital
world.
New School Closures Website Launched
DET’s Emergency and Security Management Unit has launched a
new website http://closures.det.qld.gov.au/ which provides detailed information on
closed educational facilities (including state schools, non-state schools and early
childhood education and care services) during a natural disaster or emergency
event.
Every Student Succeeding — State Schools Strategy 2016–2020
For over a year, Every student succeeding — State Schools Strategy 2014–
2018 has served as a useful guide for principals and staff. The strategy has now
been updated to reflect current priorities, and maintain relevance and currency.
Aligned with Advancing education: An action plan for education in Queensland,
the updated Every student succeeding — State Schools Strategy 2016–2020 will
ensure we stay on track to lift outcomes for all Queensland state school students.
Reforms to education in Queensland are making a difference. There is greater
access to kindy, a full-time Prep year, Year 7 in high school and the Queensland
Certificate of Education. As a result:

more Queensland children take part in kindy than ever before

NAPLAN improvements are outpacing the nation, particularly in Year 3

more Queensland students, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
students, are successfully completing Year 12

state schools continue to record high levels of parent and student
satisfaction.
The plan will build on these reforms to deliver a world-class education system.
Children and young people are preparing for a very different future from that of
their parents and schools are changing to meet these new demands. State
schools will inspire students to become:
•
Lifelong learners who are knowledge creators, technology savvy, problem
solvers, innovators and effective communicators who share ideas with
others and respond positively to change.
•
Global citizens who have relationships based on fairness and tolerance are
culturally competent and able to connect locally and globally
•
Successful people who set goals, are resilient, able to create opportunities
and are confident in pursuing their passions.
This plan builds on the progress we have already made and outlines the actions
we are taking now, and in the future, to deliver our long-term vision for
Queensland.

New Autism Hub
The Department of Education and Training is committed to improving educational
outcomes for students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). There are a wide
range of dedicated ASD support services, initiatives and programs offered by
Queensland government and non-government agencies. The Autism Hub will
build upon these solid foundations by becoming a hub dedicated to supporting
students, their families and educators access and navigate available strategies,
programs and resources.
The Autism Hub has four guiding principles in its work:
Making a difference for students
•
Students with ASD attend their local school alongside same age peers with
appropriate additional support provisions where necessary;
•
Potential barriers to participation and learning are proactively addressed to
ensure that students develop as positive and confident learners in a safe,
supportive connected and inclusive environment;
•
High expectations are reinforced for student achievement and engagement
through a personalised learning approach.
Making a difference for schools
•
Alignment between whole school, class wide and personalised support
systems is prioritised to embed an inclusive culture in which outcomes for all
students are optimised;
•
Staff value students, have positive regard for the diverse abilities students
bring to their classrooms and believe that as educators they can make a
difference;
•
Access to information, evidence-based teaching strategies and personnel
with ASD expertise through a coordinated systematic delivery approach is
made available to all schools.

Making a difference for parents
•
Parents are engaged as genuine partners in their children’s education and
provided with opportunities to express their aspirations for their child;
•
Parents are invited to contribute to planning personalised support systems
for their child and any reasonable adjustments necessary to support their
child’s access and participation in high quality education;
•
Parents are vital partners in supporting successful learning outcomes for
their child.
Making a difference for the community
•
Community engagement and collaborative partnerships are established to
support the work of the Autism Hub in providing evidenced-based and
innovative responses.

Happy Valentine’s Day Everyone
May your letterboxes be filled with cards and your
fridge overflowing with chocolate!
School Leaders
Our School Captains (Sarah Dobbyn, Harrison Russell, Naomi Jeudon and Rory
Dominko) were selected last year but this term our other school leaders are now
vying for positions and take their first steps on their leadership journey at our
school. Our leadership induction will take place on February 22 during our normal
parade time where all of our successful applicants will be presented with their
badges. PBL Captains decided next week and announced in the next newsletter.
We would like to congratulate:
Sport House Captains
Sport House Vice Captains
AYTON = Aliyah Ball & Jaxon Denny
AYTON = Rhydah Te Hau & Bryce
Pou
DAVY = Zarah Maclean & Taylah
DAVY = Hope Henderson & Brielle
Perry
Huf
HANLON = Paige Wuiske & Asher
HANLON = Jazlin Moss & Joshua
Aukuso
Collins
MARKS = Carissa Ashcroft &
MARKS = Jessica Stewart &
Mitchell Luppi
Adarastar Staufenbiel-Addo
Technology Captains
Jack Blocksidge
Matheus Forster
Jacqualyn McMullan

Music Captains
Angel Edwards
Jacqualyn McMullan

Interschool Sport
Children in years 5 and 6 are now gearing up for their first Gala Day of interschool
sport – starting on 11th of March. Very soon we will be running through team
selection and training and we are sure this will be a wonderful experience for our
year 5 students as they experience their first taste of interschool sport. Good luck
to all of our competitors. We are sure Mount Warren Park will again be the team to
beat! Please ensure that all children have all necessary safety equipment for their
required sport and that they wear their hat, sunscreen, have a water bottle and
school uniform for their events.
Scooters and Bikes
Please help us to keep our grounds safe by reminding your children
not to ride their bikes and scooters through the school grounds.
Bikes and scooters must be housed in the bike racks and please
ensure that they are chained to the racks during the day. We
recommend that skateboards are not brought to school as they
cannot be chained up and they should not be taken to class.
New Drop off Zone
After much consultation with the school and the P and C, we would
like to thank Councillor Don Peterson for his support in having the
council revitalise the parking lines around the school and making a
drop off zone in the top car park. Entry to the car park will now be
via one of two lanes. The left lane is to enter the drop off zone
where a 2 minute waiting time limit applies while the right lane
gives entry to the parking area. The drop off zone helps to ensure
the safety of our children as they do not have to cross any traffic areas to be
picked up and we ask that all parents follow the two minute maximum parking rule
to allow clear and easy access.
Emergency Procedures Drills
In the near future our school will be holding emergency procedure
drills. These drills will consist of either evacuation or lockdown drills
and help us to evaluate our school safety procedures and to help
prepare the students in the event of an emergency. Please inform
your child of these events and stress to them the importance of
remaining calm and sensible during the drills.
Hair Style
Your child’s hair should be styled in a neat and respectable manner. Coloured
hair or outrageous styles are not permitted. This includes Mohawk style haircuts
and tracks. You will be asked to correct such cuts.
Playground Equipment
Our school Workplace Health and Safety requirements need for us to
ensure that school playground equipment is only to be used at the
designated times during school hours and only by children authorised
to use the equipment. Please ensure that children do not play on the
playground equipment outside of school hours as we do not provide
supervision at these times.

Parade Presentations
Our school parades are always a great presentation and the following classes will
help make parade even better by performing throughout this term. Make sure you
note the day of your child’s class presentation.
TERM ONE
WEEK

Week
Beginning

4

15 February

5

22 February

6

29 February

CLASS

6A

Week
Beginning

CLASS

7

7 March

5C

8

14 March

3A

9

21 March

2A

WEEK

Cash Collection Procedures – Cash Window
The Cash Window is located in the Admin Block. We offer
several methods of payment being cash, cheque, EFTPOS,
B-Point (see above) and Internet Banking. The cash
window will be OPEN every Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 8am to 10am.
Late Payments - It is a solid requirement that all events be paid for by
the due date which is stated on all permission / information notes sent
home to parents.
Late payments cannot be accepted under any circumstances so please
keep updated by checking our newsletter each fortnight.
Refunds - Refunds can only be given in part. This means if there is
bus travel involved for the event this is NOT refundable. Whether your
child attends or not the buses have been booked and need to be paid
for. You must complete a “Refund Request” Form available from
Administration.
Payment Due Dates
Every fortnight payment
reminders are printed in the “General News” and “Dates
To Remember” sections of the school newsletter (this is
also available on our website).
Dance Groups - All children who have successfully gained a position in a Dance
Group, will very soon receive an invoice attached to an information note. All
members must pay $20 by Thursday 3 March. Students who do not pay by this
date will forfeit their position as there is a lengthy waiting list and the position must
be offered to another.
Year 6 Senior Shirts
extension.

- Please see Uniform Shop News regarding payment

PBL Rule of the Week
Week 3: I am safe, respectful and a learner when walking to and from
specialist lessons. This looks like:
1.
I walk in two straight lines.
2.
I keep my whole body to myself.
3.
I stay on the left while walking on pathways.
Week 4: I play respectfully with others. This looks like:
1.
I wait my turn on equipment.
2.
I respect others personal and playing space.
3.
I play fairly with others.
4.
I use the ‘High 5’ strategy.
Easter Hat Parade – Prep and Year 1
This annual event has been scheduled for Thursday 24 March for all students in
Prep and Year 1. More information will be sent home closer to the date.
Student Banking at School
Our student banking day is Tuesday. Please make sure your child’s bank book
has the correct class on it for 2016.

Our
SCHOOL BANKING
day is

TUESDAY

Chappy’s Chat
Hope you are all having a great 1st term. I have a new room this year so you can
find me in M3 next to the Grade 3 playground. Supa Club has started for grades
4-6 with the support of some wonderful volunteers. ChicChat (girls program for
Grade 6) is in its 9th year here at Mt Warren Park and will be running Term 2 and
3 this year due to a short First Term. We have already received funding from
the Beautiful Beenleigh QUOTA ladies to go towards our Mother Daughter
Dinner in September and are continuing to apply for more funding to cover the
costs.
I have lots of Fantastic Recipe books call ‘High Tea Delights’ still for sale as part
of Chaplaincy fundraising and these can be purchased for $20 from the ladies in
the office or at my room.
A helpful Hint :
If you have a child who loves to argue or complain try answering with a one liner
from Danny Silks book ‘Loving our Kids on Purpose’: ”I know “; “Probably so”; “I
don’t know “; “Nice try”; and “That could be”.
These are great to help keep things calm.
Eg:
Child’s statement: “I don’t want to do my homework”.
Parent’s
Answer: “I know”.
Child’s Statement: “But everyone else has one”.
Parent’s
Answer: “Nice Try”.
You can keep repeating them and then be creative and come up with some
choices.
Eg:
Child’s statement: “I don’t want to do my homework”.
Parents
Answer: “I know”.
Parents Suggestion: “Would you like to hear a suggestion?”
Suggestion: “Well the bathroom is due for a clean so you can choose
Homework or Bathroom cleaning or I can choose for you.”
This worked wonderfully when my children were young. Loved to hear how it
goes if you are game to give it a go.
Blessings, Leanne McManus - Chaplain

Pacific Rim District Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to the following
students have qualified to represent Mt
Warren Park State School at the
Pacific Rim District Swimming trials on
Monday 15th February at Brisbane
Aquatic Centre at Chandler.
We wish all swimmers the very best of luck.
Cody Acai, Kiara Diskett, Mackenzie Lane, Kaelyn Lane, Mitchell Lawrence, Alicia
Hale, Cody Shephard, Harrison Russell, Marcus Pahewa.
Interschool Sport - Gala Days Year 5 and 6
Mt Warren Park State School will again participate in the Beenleigh Zone
Interschool Sport Competition throughout 2016. This year the competition will run
over 5 half days in Term 1/2 and then again in Term 4. Each team will play at least
2 games per half day: – 11.00am to 2.15pm. The cluster of interschool sports
offered to students in Term 1 and 2 will be Netball, Soccer, Rugby League, AFL
and Girls Touch Football.

Competition dates for Term 1 - Friday 11th and 18th March and
continuing in Term 2 – 15th, 22nd and 29th April.

Throughout the first two weeks of Term 1 students have been asked to sign
up for their sport preference.

This Friday 12th February – last session of the day the students will begin
the selection process with trials and training. Students will need to bring all
safety equipment, sun safe hat, water bottle and appropriate shoes for their
chosen sport on this day.

If you child is successful in being selected in one of our school teams they
will be receiving an information note indicating the cost and a permission slip
within the next two weeks.
Students wishing not to play an interschool sport have chosen one of the below
activities.

Ten Pin Bowling at the Mt Warren Bowling Lanes at a cost of $6 each
week for 7 weeks.

Rotational Activities where they will take part in a variety of activities such
as indoor games and outdoor modified games at school.

Boot Camp at a total cost of $10. This group of students will be taken
through ‘boot camp’ type fitness activities. These students will learn about
healthy eating and keeping active.
Cross Country
The 2016 school Cross Country will be held on Tuesday 1st March. Students
wishing to improve their fitness are welcome at Cross Country training on
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday morning beginning at 8.00am on the oval. If
raining, training will take place in the hall. (Please note there will be no training on
Monday 15th February due to Miss Taylor attending the District Swimming
Carnival.)

Great News…..at the beginning of this year we upgraded our Library system to
the latest version of Oliver. Students from Year 3 – 6 have now been taught how
to access this new program and are genuinely excited about using it.
This week they will be issued with a special Library Card. On this card is their
unique six digit login number which can be used to keep track of books they
borrow and when they are due back. If you have a student in Prep – Year 2 and
would like your child’s login details to access our Library from home, please email

me at rbows1@eq.edu.au. These are exciting times and I am very impressed at
the difference this new program is making in encouraging students to read and
develop a lifelong love of learning.
Our new program Oliver v5 and Orbit offer anytime, anywhere access to school
books and learning resources. As a fully web based program, Oliver v5 can be
accessed from any device 24/7 therefore extending library services outside of the
library walls. This allows students and teaching staff to use Oliver v5 to discover
learning resources from their classroom or at home.
The
web
address
is
http://mtwarrenss.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/libraryHome.do. We hope you are
impressed as we are.
Robyn Bowser, Teacher Librarian/ ICT Co-ordinator

Dance Group Update
Due to the fantastic response of student
interest last week, we have created four
dance groups for Prep to Year 6
students this year. The groups are as
follows:
Mini Dance (Prep) will practice during Morning Tea every Tuesday in the Prep
classrooms.
Junior Dance (Year 1 & 2) will practice during Morning Tea every Monday in the
auditorium.
Senior Dance (Yr 3, 4 & 5) will practice during Morning Tea every Thursday in
the auditorium.
Senior Stars Dance (Yr 6) will practice during Lunch every Tuesday in the
auditorium.
Dance practice will begin next week for all dance groups (Week 4) and all places
are now full. Welcome notes will be going home shortly. You invoice for $20 will
be attached to this letter. All payments will need to be in by Thursday 3rd March
2016. Students who have not paid this money by the due date will be unable to
participate in the dance program and their place will be offered to the next student
on the waiting list. Please also complete the media release form attached to the
letter and return it to Mrs Otter’s classroom (Prep B) as soon as possible. We are
looking forward to another great year in dance!

Feeling Connected at School –
Welcome to Mt Warren Park State School
When kids feel part of their school community and are cared for by people at their
school, they are less likely to get into trouble. They also have higher levels of
emotional well-being. This feeling of belonging, often called “connectedness,” can
be especially important during times of stress or when difficult decisions have to
be made. Adults and peers, curricular and extracurricular activities, policies and
practices all affect the level of connectedness your child feels at school.
This article:

Defines school connectedness.

Explains the importance of being connected to the school.

Suggests ways for parents and teachers to help kids feel more connected at
school.
What Is School Connectedness?
These are some of the major elements that help kids feel they belong and are
cared for at their school:

Teachers who support and care for individual students.

Good friends at school.

Parents and students caring about current and future academic
performance.

Discipline policies that are fair and efficient.

Participating in extracurricular activities
Benefits of Connectedness
Some of the benefits of helping students feel a sense of connectedness to their
school community are listed below.

Academic benefits: “Connected” kids are more likely to attend school
regularly, pay attention to their grades and pursue post-secondary
education.

Reducing risky behaviour: Students who feel a sense of belonging to the
school community are less likely to be involved in risk-taking behaviour and

activities such as smoking, alcohol and substance abuse, drinking and
driving

Mental well-being: Connected kids are less likely to have emotional distress
or experience abuse. They are able to handle stress effectively and are
more resilient (that is, they can bounce back from stress).
How Parents Can Help Kids Feel More Connected At School
The first step is to recognise the importance of school connectedness in your
child’s life and development. Second, use the information in the “What Is School
Connectedness?” section above to assess your child’s school situation.
As a parent, you can take these steps to influence your child’s level of
connectedness:

Attend parent-teacher meetings and get to know all of your child’s teachers
through regular conversations.

Be involved with the school. Go on field trips, volunteer and know what is
happening at the school.

Get to know your child’s friends and their families, and encourage positive
peer relationships.

Talk to your children about their grades and effort, and access resources to
help you ensure they are reaching their potential and taking ownership of
their performance.

Encourage your child to get involved in extracurricular options.
Your child’s sense of belonging to school (connectedness) plays a key role, not
only in academic success but also in decreasing risky behaviour and supporting
mental wellbeing.
Talk with your children about how connected they feel at school. Above all, involve
yourself in their school lives and be aware of what happens there, both negatively
and positively.
Feeling Connected at School
http://www.healthyalberta.com/HealthyPlaces/660.htm

Choirs - Welcome back! Junior and Senior choirs have started up again from
this week. Junior Choir rehearses every Friday at 1st break and Senior Choir
rehearses every Monday at 1st break. Permission slips have been handed out
to students interested in being part of the school choirs. If your child has not
received a choir permission slip and would like to be a part of choir, they can
collect one from the music room. If you child has not already returned their
permission slip, please do so as soon as possible.
Instrumental Music - Instrumental music has also started this week. Please
ensure your child knows their lesson time and that they come to school with their
instruments and music books. Invoices will be sent home soon for music fees.
Fees for the year are: $35 per child if you have your own instrument and $90 if
you are loaning a school instrument.

TEEN TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS SURVEY
How close are you to your teen? How much do you know about them?
Help us understand how parenting and family relationships affect teen behaviour
and emotions.
If you have a teenager between the ages of 11 and 18 years old, complete a brief
and anonymous 30-minute survey about your parenting, your relationship with
your teen and their wellbeing. Your teenager can take part in a similar anonymous
survey about their behaviour and emotional wellbeing. Your participation in our
research is greatly appreciated!
This research is voluntary and confidential.
For further information and to take part in the survey, please visit:
https://exp.psy.uq.edu.au/parentingteens/project/tribulations
Or contact: parentingteens@uq.edu.au.
Logan City Rugby Union - Junior Registration Day = Saturday 13 February,
10am – 2pm, 200 Queens Road, Slacks Creek. For more information call 0430
126 290.

DV Connect have organised a Walk-A-Thon to raise much needed funds
to support families who access the organisation. It will be held on
Saturday 5 June from 9am to 3pm at Bill Norris Oval, Beenleigh. We are
hoping to turn it into a Family Fun Day with Stall Holders, Jumping
Castle, Pony Rides and local Entertainment.
If you are interested in joining the walk, collecting sponsorship or holding
a stall on the day, please email Denise on dvfundraiser16@gmail.com.

Mt Warren Park State School Guitar Lessons - The half hour group guitar
lessons are held on Mondays, starting at 3:00pm in the Music Room. The cost is
$15 per student. For bookings please phone Dan on 0438 543 144 or through
www.ozguitar.com
Meeting - The next P & C Meeting will be held on Wednesday 17 March at
6:30pm in the Staffroom. Everyone is welcome to come along particularly if you
have an interest in being part of the P & C Executive.

Wednesday 17 February
Friday 19 February
Tuesday 1 March
Thursday 3 March
Friday 11 March
Friday 18 March
Thursday 24 March

P & C AGM 6:30pm in the Staffroom
Cut Off for Senior Shirt Payment 9am.
School Cross Country
Dance Groups Fees DUE TODAY $20
Year 5 & 6 Gala Sports Day 1
Year 5 & 6 Gala Sports Day 2
Prep & Year 1 Easter Hat Parade 9:30am
Final Day of Term 1

Friday 25 March to Friday 8 April
Easter Vacation (2 weeks)
Monday 11 April 2016
Friday 15 April
Friday 22 April
Monday 25 April
Friday 29 April
Monday 2 May
Wednesday 1 June
Friday 24 June 2016

Term 2 Commences
Year 5 & 6 Gala Sports Day 3
School Anzac Day Ceremony 8:50am
Year 5 & 6 Gala Sports Day 4
ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Year 5 & 6 Gala Sports Day 5
Labor Day Public Holiday
Prep 2017 Enrolment Packs available
Final Day of Term 2

Monday 27 June to Friday 8 July
Winter Vacation (2 weeks)

Tuckshop News
EFTPOS - Payments can be made by Cash or EFTPOS - A minimum purchase
of $10 must be made. To guarantee your child gets exactly what they want we
recommend that you order their lunch through the bag ordering system. Various
items are available over the counter but we cannot guarantee hot food will be
available unless it is ordered.
Breakfast Menu – NOT AVAILABLE AFTER 8:30am
Even though it is not printed on the 2015 Menu we do offer a small breakfast
menu that can be purchased before school up until 8:30am. Please do not ask for
Breakfast Menu items from 8:30am onwards as refusal often offends.
Uniform Shop News
PLEASE NOTE PAYMENT EXTENSION FOR YEAR 6 SENIOR SHIRTS
Year 6 Senior Shirts - The cut off date for prepaid orders has been extended
until 9am Friday 19 February 2016. Apologies to all parents who ordered and
paid on time as this extension will now delay arrival by two weeks. NO
PAYMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER 9AM FRIDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2016.
Open Hours - 8:00am – 9:00am Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings and
2:15pm to 3:15pm every Wednesday afternoon. Payment can be made by cash
or EFTPOS only, we CANNOT accept cheques.
Secondhand Uniforms - If you have any uniforms at home that your children
no longer wear or fit into and if they are good enough for someone else to use
please drop them into either the office or the uniform shop as we are always in
need of secondhand stock.
NO CREDIT FACILITIES
It is policy that the Uniform Shop and Tuckshop CANNOT offer credit to parents,
students or staff. So please avoid an awkward situation by not asking staff for
credit. Thank you.

